Welcome to the June edition of Parent Post &).

Attendance

We want to start by sharing the brilliant news that we
won a National Attendance Award for the Autumn Term!
This award is an acknowledgement of the hard work and
dedication of staff, pupils, parents and carers in achieving
excellent attendance.

Reminder to help us even more: If your child has a mid-
morning appointment, please ensure they come to school
first thing in the morning before their appointment. This
helps them avoid missing the start of the school day and ensures they receive their attendance mark.

National School Attendance Award
2024/25 Autumn Term

Ashmead Combined School

Confirmation of term dates for academic year 2025-2026

Please find attached the term dates for next academic year.

Term School Starts School Finishes
Autumn Term 2025 Friday 5™ September (Induction for | Friday 17 October 2025
Reception pupils only)

Monday 8™ September (Reception,

Years 1-6)
Monday 3™ November 2025 Wednesday 17t December 2025
Spring Term 2026 Monday 5% January 2026 Friday 13t February 2026
Monday 23™ February 2026 Friday 27™ March 2026
Summer Term 2026 Monday 13t April 2026 Friday 22" May 2026
Monday 1°t June 2026 Friday 17t July 2026

INSET days — School closed to pupils and open to staff
Wednesday 3" September 2025
Thursday 4t September 2025

Disaggregated INSET days — School closed to both pupils and staff
Thursday 18t December 2025

Friday 19t December 2025

Monday 20" July 2026

Tuesday 21t July 2026

Wednesday 22" July 2026

Bank Holiday during term time:
Monday 4t May 2026




Early Adopter’s Breakfast Club Reminder

We are thrilled with the fantastic uptake of our

new Breakfast Club and it’s wonderful to see so

many children starting their day with us in such a

positive way. However, we kindly ask for your

support in being considerate when parking or

dropping off your children and ensuring the staff

car park entrance remains clear at all times.

Recently, we have experienced increasing

difficulties with access being blocked by cars

stopping, turning, or being temporarily abandoned

during drop-off times. This not only causes delays

for staff members but has also led to frustration

and unsafe situations between drivers.

In summary:

= The staff car park is for staff use only.

= Parents should not use the entrance to turn around or stop for drop-offs.

= Alternative parking and drop-off points should be used outside the school premises.

= No children should be walking through the staff car park. Please ensure all children use the footpath
at the side.

Your support in keeping this area clear is appreciated and will ensure a calmer, safer and more efficient

start to the day for everyone.

If you are interested in your child attending our free breakfast club, please speak with Mrs Thompson

(Assistant Head for Community and Communication) via the school office.

Sunshine and Sports Day

During this hot weather, it is essential that your child has a named water bottle, a sun hat and sun
cream applied. If they need further sun cream at lunchtime, please supply a named bottle in their book
bag which they can apply themselves. We are not allowed to apply this for the children, so they must
be able to do this independently.

With Sports Day up and coming, this seems an appropriate time to remind you about the need for suit-
able shoes (no boots or heels!). We will be having a run through practice on Monday 16 June, so
therefore ask that all PE kits are in school on this day. On Sports Day

(Tuesday 17t June) please could all children come into school already

changed into their PE kits. This will save them from changing and hope-

fully avoid any items being lost. Our new PE t-shirts are available for

purchase at Bucks Schoolwear and PL Schoolwear, and both stores now

offer the option to add a name on the back if desired.




Diary Dates for the remainder of the Summer term

9t June to 13t June - Year 1 Phonics Screening Week (and Year 2 re-takes)
13t June — Reception Explorer Day

Wc 17t June - Team Building Week

17th June — Whole School Sports Day

19t June - Transition Coffee Morning for Reception to Year 5 parents

19 June — The Big Ashmead Picnic

25 to 27" June - Year 5/6 Bikeability

25 June — KS1 trip (Year 2) to Waddesdon

26" June — KS1 trip (Year 1) to Waddesdon

15t July — Moving on Day for Ashmead

7t July — Book Fair in school all week

Wc 14t July - Year 6 production

17t July — Year 6 Leaver’s Assembly

These will take place as follows: 9:30am 6LFW, 10:30am 6LB and 11:30am 6JM.
All children should arrive at school as usual in smart school uniform and will be able to leave with an
adult once their assembly has finished.

17t July — Year 6 Prom 5.30pm — 7.30pm

18t July — School ends for the academic year at 1.30pm

Toys

Please ensure that children do not bring toys from home into school, unless a transition toy has been
specifically agreed with the class teacher. We are finding that toys are getting lost or damaged, and
they are not needed during the school day.

Playtimes

As you may have heard, our Construction Zone at lunchtime is in full swing and

children have had fun rolling, jumping, climbing and building with lots of unlikely
resources. The next zone to be introduced is the Imagination Zone where we
hope to offer a range of toys for the children to play with. We have had some

s

~ lovely donations so far
but we are still in
desperate need of
dolls, toy cars, toy
animals and dinosaurs. If you are able to help
with donations, please send them to the office
for the attention of Miss Davis.

The Playground House point competition results are in and the results are:

Year 1- 68 points

Year 2 — 15 points

Year 3 - 207 points

Year 4 — 209 points

Year 5—-174 points

Year 6 — 163 points

This means our summer competition winners are Year 4. They chose some football target nets to add to
their equipment bag for playtimes. Well done Year 4!




Online Safety — Tips for Parents

Through Parent Post, we will be sharing top tips for parents and carers to think about when

it comes to keeping children safe online.

This month, we are looking at Minecraft and Fortnite.

Please see below for advice on some of the most popular gaming platforms we are hearing
about in school. For further guidance please view our ‘Parental Guides’ on our school web-

site: https://www.ashmeadschool.org.uk/Online-Safety]/ .

CHOOSE THE RIGHT MODE "g

Selecting Creative or Peaceful mode allows

children to play Minecraft without having to contend
with enemies. It's also a great way for you to get used to
playing the game with them, since the difficulty level is
far lower. This allows you to work together on a long-term
project, creating something special without the threat of
enemies and creatures attacking you or damaging your
building.
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RESEARCH CONTENT CREATORS

Much of Minecraft’s early stages can be an exercise in frustration for

players who don‘t know where to start. Thankfully, there’s a weaith of material
online and in video format to help you learn the basics. Just be mindful that some
of this content may not be appropriate for children, so you should consider

watching it yourself first.

~_ -

@ MATCH GAMING TIMES

Younger players tend to play Fortnite with
their friends. With that in mind, it could be
worth speaking to the parents and carers of a
§ child’s social group and coordinating their gaming
’~.& around certain times of day. Safety in numbers is
- obviously a factor here, but it will also help children feel
that they’re getting adequate opportunities to socialise
‘ with their friends online.
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BE WARY OF SCAMS
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The immense popularity of Fortnite with younger audiences - that are generally
more trusting -~ means there’s no shortage of scammers looking to fraudulently obtain
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Minecraft
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HOST A PRIVATE SERVER

The easiest way to find a safe server for children

to play on is to make one yourself. Hosting a

server prevents strangers from finding it, unless
they've been given its address and password. A private
server also lets you control who's allowed to enter and — if
necessary — ban anyone who shouldn't be there. This is
the closest equivalent to parental controls in Minecraft.
Hosting a private server, however, will cost a monthly fee.
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TALK ABOUT STRANGERS

At some point in their lives, almost everyone will

make contact with a stranger online. Talking to children
about online safety, therefore, is essential — as is havinga
plan for dealing with any hostile or difficult people. It's
important that a child knows never to tell a stranger

_about themselves online and that they should come to

you straight away if they do encounter a problem.

PLAY MINECRAFT WITH YOUR CHILD

\ As a creative building tool, Minecraft makes it great fun for children to team
up and construct vast buildings accompanied by imaginative landscapes, much
like working with LEGO or model kits. Playing in a game mode that includes
enemies can encourage critical thinking and teamwork; however, you should

consider which game mode is appropriate for the child in your care.

SET SPENDING LIMITS <

N Fortnite’s rotating store is a not-so-subtle

| could lead to surprise transactions on bank cards if

mechanism for coaxing players into buying sought-after
items before they disappear for weeks or months. This a
children are tempted into an impulse purchase. Parents

could consider getting a prepaid card for the child or
ensuring that purchases require adult authorisation. This

can be done through parental settings on a console or
account settings in the Epic Games app on PC.
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USE UPDATES AS REWARDS G j

Fortnite’s seasonal updates are free, but each also
brings the option of a ‘battle pass’, unlocking exclusive
rewards for playing the game and completing set

challenges. The cost around £8 and are also
available as part of larger bundles. The purchase of
passes can be an effective reward to young Fortnite fans
for good behaviour or academic performance, or as an
incentive for completing chores like tidying their room.

ENJOY FORTNITE TOGETHER

Fortnite also offers split-screen gameplay, meaning that two people can play
simultaneously on the same console or computer.

This can be a good option for


https://www.ashmeadschool.org.uk/Online-Safety/

