
July Parent Post 

     Welcome to our final Parent Post of the academic year 😊.  

Attendance  

Attendance Monitoring 
We monitor every pupil’s attendance on a weekly basis. Below is a summary of the actions we have 
taken this academic year: 
▪ On average, the attendance team monitors 119 pupils each week whose attendance falls below 

92%, implementing individually tailored interventions to support improvement. 
▪ A total of 130 Stage 1 letters were issued to families. These serve as gentle reminders of a dip in 

attendance and offer supportive measures. As a result of our ‘support first’ approach, attendance 
improved for 93 pupils following targeted interventions aligned with their specific needs. 

▪ 43 Stage 2 meetings were conducted alongside parents and carers. These collaborative sessions aim 
to identify barriers to attendance and explore ways the school can help. Post-meeting, 29 pupils 
demonstrated improved attendance. 

▪ In 7 cases, attendance concerns progressed to Stage 3, involving the County Attendance Team. 
▪ In accordance with updated statutory guidance implemented this year, schools are now required to 

issue fines for term-time holidays of five days or more. Consequently, 27 families have received 
penalties under this regulation. 

▪ 81% of pupils who were previously classified as persistently absent during the 2024/2025 academic 
year are no longer in that category. 

▪ Out of our 634 pupils, 405 maintained attendance rates of 95% or higher this year, with an 
outstanding 38 pupils achieving 100% attendance — a truly remarkable achievement. 

 

Celebrating Attendance 
In the Autumn Term, we launched our inter-class competition as a 
collective approach to promoting higher levels of attendance. The 
competition is displayed in school, shared during weekly assemblies 
with all pupils, and included in 
weekly staff bulletins and monthly 
parent bulletins. The Attendance 
Interclass Championships continue to 
be a weekly highlight and source of 
celebration across the school. Each 
class can check their position on the 
league table displayed on the 
attendance board, which all pupils 
pass by regularly. There are 6 teams in the Premier League, 5 in the 
Championship, 5 in League One, and 5 in League Two. Classes are 

encouraged to check their standings each week and aim for the top! 🏆 

The reigning attendance champions are 4CH! 
 
 
 
 



Attendance email address reminder 
A quick reminder that we have a dedicated email address for all matters related to attendance. Please 
use attendance@ashmeadschool.org.uk for the following: 

▪ To report your child’s absence (you can still call us on 01296 484434 if you prefer) 
▪ To inform us about any medical appointments (e.g. doctor, dentist, hospital, CAMHS, or Speech 

and Language) 
▪ To notify us of any planned holidays during term time 
▪ For any questions or queries regarding attendance 

 
When to see a pharmacist instead of a doctor 
Pharmacists in England can now prescribe treatment for certain common conditions, meaning you may 
not need to see a doctor. You can visit your local pharmacy for advice and treatment for the following: 

▪ Earache 
▪ Urinary tract infections (UTIs) 
▪ Sore throat (most cases are viral and don't need antibiotics, but pharmacists can prescribe if it's 

bacterial) 
▪ Sinusitis 
▪ Impetigo 
▪ Shingles 
▪ Infected insect bites 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Should I send my child to school? 

 
If your child wakes up with a temperature but responds well to Calpol and their temperature comes 
down, they are welcome to come into school later that morning. In these cases, they will not receive an 
unauthorised late mark. 

Celebrating all things PE – a fantastic year of clubs and activities 

We’d like to say a big thank you to everyone who supported our clubs this year. We’re proud to share 
that 430 children took part in at least one club throughout the year! We also had 288 children 
representing the school at various matches and events—what an amazing effort from our pupils! 
Highlights from the year include: 

🏆 Equal Opportunities Award (Girls’ Football) 

🏃‍♂️ County Finals (Athletics) 

🥇🥈🥉 Multiple Team and Individual Medals (Cross Country) 

🏐 1st Place in the Netball League Division 
 
In our Healthy Active Lifestyles programme, 122 children earned their Bronze awards, and 27 of them 
went on to achieve Gold! Well done to all of them. 
Children who earned Bronze will receive their new Bronze diaries to continue their journey—these can 

be started over the summer holidays, and we look forward to seeing lots completed in September 🙂 

 

📬 Autumn Term Clubs 
Please keep an eye on ParentMail for the Autumn Term clubs form. This will be an interest form only—
confirmation and further details will follow via email once places are allocated. 
 
 
 



Support over the holidays 

As we approach the summer break, we know how important it is for children to stay emotionally 
regulated and mentally well, especially without the structure of school. To support your family over the 
holidays, we’ve attached a free printable resource from Dr Lucy Russell (clinical psychologist) and the 
team at Everlief Child Psychology's parent support website, They Are The Future. 

🎁 This free printable resource is the Grounding Techniques for Kids Workbook – a beautifully 
designed, practical guide packed with calming activities. These simple sensory-based strategies help 
children manage anxiety, becoming overwhelmed, and other strong emotions. Whether it is a wobble 
at a holiday club or difficulty winding down in the evenings, this free resource can make a big 
difference.  
 
We will also be sharing a visual Summer timetable to help your child understand the structure of the 
holidays - keep an eye out for our Parentmail next week. 
 

Bike helmets 

In recent weeks, there have been several incidents where 
pupils were injured while riding scooters or bicycles to and 
from school. Fortunately, none of these injuries have been 
life-threatening, but they have served as an important 
reminder of the need for increased safety measures. 
Pupil safety is our top priority. As such, we are now strongly 
encouraging all children who travel by bike or scooter to wear 
a properly fitted helmet. While helmet use is not currently 
required by law, recent events—including two children being 
taken to hospital, reports of unsafe road behaviour, and a 

number of near misses—highlight the need for greater caution. 
We kindly ask for your support in ensuring your child wears a helmet every day if they ride to or from 
school. We will also be speaking with pupils about the importance of helmet safety and responsible 
behaviour on the roads. 
We understand this may be a new routine for some families, but we believe this step is essential to help 
reduce the risk of serious injury. If you are facing any difficulties in providing a helmet, please do get in 
touch with us in confidence—we will always do our best to help. Thank you for your continued support 
in keeping our children safe. Please see our handy bike safety and road safety posters attached. 

Bucks Bear Cubs 

Nathan Ing from Bucks Radio visited the school on 24th June and 

interviewed a group of children for their new feature ‘Bear Cubs’. 

Ashmead School will feature all week from Monday 21st July at around 

7.15am and 3.25pm. 

 

 

 

 



Gate opening times for September 

To help ensure a smooth and settled start to the school 
day, please see the updated morning gate timings from 
September: 
8:30am – The main playground gate opens 
8:35am – The courtyard gate opens, allowing children to 
head straight in with less waiting time 
8:45am – The main gate closes as learning begins 
promptly at this time 
Please aim to arrive in good time so that your child is 
ready to start their learning at 8:45am. 
Thank you for your support in helping us maintain a calm 
and punctual start to the day.  

Up and coming diary dates 

Summer Term 
Monday 14th July - Year 1 start to come in via the courtyard gate from today 
Monday 14th July – Year 6 Oliver Production to parents 6.30pm 
Tuesday 15th July – Year 6 Oliver Production to parents 10am and 6.30pm 
Thursday 17th July – Year 6 Leaver’s Assemblies. These will take place as follows: 9:30am 6LFW, 
10:30am 6LB and 11:30am 6JM. All children should arrive at school as usual in smart school uniform 
and will be able to leave with an adult once their assembly has finished.  
Thursday 17th July – Year 6 Prom 5.30pm – 7.30pm. Playground gates open at 5.15pm 
Friday 18th July – School ends for the academic year at 1.30pm 
Autumn Term 
Friday 5th September – Induction for Reception pupils only 
Monday 8th September – School starts for Reception, Years 1-6  
Friday 26th September – School fete after school 
Friday 17th October – Break up for half term 
Monday 3rd November – School starts 
Tuesday 2nd December – School discos 
Wednesday 17th December – Autumn Term ends 

School Promises and Values 

Ahead of a brand-new academic year, here is a reminder of our School Promises and School 

Values. Our six core School Values guide everything we do; they promote consistent 

behaviour expectations across the school, help to set clear boundaries and create a 

positive learning environment, and are at the heart of our school community. To help keep 

a positive and focused learning environment for all, our Ashmead School Promises are as 

follows: 

1. We keep our hands, feet and objects to ourselves 
2. We follow instructions 
3. We speak kindly to each other 
4. We get permission to leave the room or playground 
5. We move safely and sensibly around our school  
6. We show a positive and respectful attitude  



Autism Open Day 

Aylesbury Mosque on Havelock Street is holding a special Open 
Day for families with autistic children, and you are warmly 
invited to attend. This event is a wonderful opportunity for 
families to visit the mosque with their children and connect 
with local professionals who can offer guidance and support. 
On the day, you will be able to speak with a Speech and 
Language Therapist, a team from the NHS, who will share 
advice on vaccinations and other support services available for 
your child, and the Imam who will to answer any questions you 
may have. 
 

 

🐾 Friendly Reminder 🐾 
For everyone’s safety and comfort, no dogs or other animals are allowed on the playground during 

drop-off and pick-up times. Thanks for helping us keep the playground a safe and calm space for all 

children. 
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