Welcome to the March edition of the Parent Bulletin &). The aim of our monthly bulletin is to avoid the
need to send multiple ParentMail communications home. This is a direct response to Parent feedback.
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Medical appointments

Where possible, all appointments should be booked outside of
_ U'\Gl'r school hours. Where this is not possible, the amount of school

Get your child .f,“fure time missed must be kept to a minimum. We may not be able

to school on ;:J N your to authorise the time if appointments are regular.

time every Ands. .

day. When is my child too ill to attend school?

We often get asked this. As the parent, you are best judged to

make this decision. However, here is some advice we’ve

recently received which might help you when deciding what to

do. Children can attend school with minor ailments such as

toothache, headache, cold, minor sore throat or stomach ache

because over the counter medicines can be given before

school. School will contact you if your child becomes too ill to remain in school.

As a reminder, children should be off school for 48 hours if they have diarrhea or vomiting. If you are

unsure how long your child should be absent with an illness, please speak to your pharmacist for

advice.
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Unauthorised leave in term time (holidays)

We encourage family holidays to be taken during school holiday periods. Fines of £120 per
parent/carer, reduced to £60 if paid within 21 days, are issued where unauthorised leave has been
taken during term time.

If children are absent from school for day trips, shopping trips, birthdays, parent iliness or sibling illness,
the absence will not be authorised. If you find yourself stuck because you are ill or a sibling is unwell,
please reach out to see if we can help.




Persistent Absence

Any child with attendance below 90%, regardless of the reason for the absence, is considered to be a
persistent absentee. Unfortunately, statistics show that persistent absentees are less likely to achieve
their full potential. If you receive an ‘Approaching Persistently Absent’ letter or ‘Persistent Absence’
letter, this is why. We are obliged to keep you informed of your child’s attendance, but more
importantly, want you to know we are always available to listen or signpost you to further support.

Punctuality

It is important that your child attends school every day and on time. Arriving late is unsettling for
pupils. Did you know that being 10 minutes late every day = 33 hours of lost learning each year! The
easiest way to ensure your child attends school on time every day, is to establish good evening and
morning routines. If you need support with this, please contact the Pastoral or Attendance Team.

Checking Parent Mails

Following feedback from the Parent Questionnaire, we are trying to reduce the number of ParentMails
we send to you. If a ParentMail is sent, please do take the time to check it. Sometimes these are not
being opened and read, and this can mean children are missing out on experiences/events because we
don’t have your permission.

Parent questionnaire feedback

We have been working hard on feedback for improvement. Look out for the first installment arriving

later this week (via ParentMail).

Brownies

and have lots of fun! They played games, made crafts, ate fish and chips (in the staffroom!) and slept in
the hall!

“It was so much fun!!” Mia aged 7

“The movie night with hot chocolate was amazing!” Phoebe aged 9

“The feel-good flowers were my favourite activity. My mum loved it too.” Arabella aged 9

Brownies is a club independent from Ashmead and is part of GirlguidingUK. They work with girls aged 7-
10. Fees are paid termly and are approximately £45. If you are interested in your daughter joining this
organisation, please visit -

https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-a-

child/?gad source=1&gbraid=0AAAAAC7kpelExHYVoUToj6EktuwfmWgZb



https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-a-child/?gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAAC7kpeJExHYVoUToj6EktuwfmWqZb
https://www.girlguiding.org.uk/information-for-parents/register-a-child/?gad_source=1&gbraid=0AAAAAC7kpeJExHYVoUToj6EktuwfmWqZb

Collections

If someone else is collecting your child and they are not on your collection list, we will require you to
email in to the school to let us know the alternative arrangements.

Insignis Holiday Clubs

Discover the exciting opportunities available during the Insignis Sport Partnership Activity Weeks!
Check out the attached flyer for all the details on how pupils can get active, learn new skills, and enjoy a
variety of sports.

Medication

In our November bulletin, we reminded you that we can only administer antibiotics to your child if they
require 4 doses across the school day. Any medication should be passed directly to a member of the
school office team and not brought into school by your child.

Diary Dates for the Spring Term

Spring dates:
Saturday 15" March:

Key Stage Two Cross County at Ascott House

Thursday 20" March:

Learning Maths Through Play Workshop for Nursery and Reception Parents 9-11am Room 1
Friday 21t March:

World Down Syndrome Day — Wear odd socks.

Comic Relief — Fundraising Day. Mufti Day — Wear something red. Donations taken.
Tuesday 25" March:

Year 3 and 4 Jack and the Cocoa Beanstalk production at 1.45pm

Wednesday 26" March:

Year 3 and 4 Jack and the Cocoa Beanstalk production at 1.45pm and 6.30pm
Thursday 27t March:

Year 3 and 4 Jack and the Cocoa Beanstalk production at 9.30am

Thursday 27t March:

Eco Club visitor in after school for Eco Warriors

Tuesday 1% April:

PTA Easter Egg hunt

Friday 4" April:

Year 4SB start swimming

Friday 4" April:

Break up for the Easter Holidays

Summer dates

Monday 28 April:

Year 4 Wick Court Farm Residential

Monday 12t" May:

Year 6 SATs week. It is vital that all Year 6 children are at school every day this week.




Keystage 2 tests

The statutory key stage 2 tests are timetabled from Monday 12 May to
Thursday 15 May 2025:

Date Activity

Monday 12 May 2025 English grammar, punctuation and spelling papers 1
and 2

Tuesday 13 May 2025 English reading

Wednesday 14 May Mathematics papers1and 2
2025

Thursday 15 May 2025 Mathematics paper 3

Sunday 18™ May:

Year 6 Caythorpe Residential

Friday 23" May:

INSET day — School closed

Monday 9" June:

Year 1 Statutory Phonics Screening check
Friday 18t July:

Break up for the Summer Holidays at 1.30pm




