Welcome to the April edition of Parent Post, the new name for our previously titled monthly bulletin.
Here you will find important dates, reminders and other school news.

Hello Hooper

Over the past few weeks, Hooper has been spending time at
Ashmead getting to know the building and becoming used to his
new uniform. Doesn't he look smart? A huge thank you to
everyone who has completed the Parent Mail form about fears,
phobias and allergies. We are in the process of creating our risk
assessment, and for those of you who have identified that one of
these applies to your child, we will be in contact soon.

As soon as we have everyone's forms back, Hooper will begin to
meet some of our Ashmead pupils. If you have said your child is
happy to be around dogs and does not have any allergies, they may
see Hooper throughout the Summer Term. Please note, this is not
Pet Therapy. We will always contact you ahead of your child joining
a pastoral intervention. However, they may get a chance to say
hello, or even to read with Hooper in the sunshine!

School Website and Social Media

We are thrilled to announce the launch of TN Astmead
our brand new and improved school &y School OE==000
website . [T R g
https://www.ashmeadschool.org.uk/
We've worked hard to create a website that _ W
is not only visually appealing but also =S e
informative, user-friendly, and accessible to | ‘ o GO 4 o ,_ s,
everyone. We believe this new site will be a | ; N iy
valuable resource for staying connected : . e E
with everything happening at Ashmead Comblned School Some of the key features we're partlcularly
excited about include:

Translation Capabilities: We understand the importance of clear communication with all our families.
Our new website features a built-in translation tool, allowing you to easily translate pages into a variety
of languages.

Enhanced Accessibility: We are committed to making our online presence accessible to all members of
our community. You'll notice a wheelchair icon. Clicking this will allow users to customise their
browsing experience in several ways, including adjusting the font size and colour, modifying text
spacing, enlarging the cursor and enabling dyslexia-friendly font options.

Social Media Integration: Stay even more connected with S

Ashmead by following us on social media! You can now
easily access our official Facebook and Instagram pages "ﬁ"
directly from the website. We aim to share posts weekly: e
Instagram: ashmead_school

ashmead_school Follow Message e

16posts  88followers 9 following



https://www.ashmeadschool.org.uk/

Facebook: Ashmead Combined School
We encourage you to visit our new website and explore its
many features. You'll find important information about
School . .
e 5 folomere school events, term dates, curriculum, policies, and much

a 580 more. We welcome your feedback as we continue to
improve and develop our online presence.

Ashmead Combined

Coffee Mornings

Friday 25 April 8.45am for a 9am start

There will be a presentation from the School Nursing Team and Buckinghamshire Healthcare
everyone is welcome to attend (from Nursery to Year 6) especially if

our child is struggling with toiletin HesithylBladelets and Bowels
y 8EliNg 8 Coffee Morning
Thursday 19th June 8.453m for a gam start - Is your child struggling with toilet training?
This Coffee Morning will focus on transition to the next year group. " e e peenCvg ey o6 e
This is for parents of current Reception to Year 5 children. O —

with their bowel behaviour?

The Buckinghamshire Healthcare NHS
School Nursing Service would like to invite
you along to a coffee morning to help you
find out more about how you can help your
child overcome their continence difficulties

Ashmead School

SEND (Special Educational Needs and Disabilities)

SEND Support Line

The SEND Support Line (01296 382135) is open every day between 10am and 4pm and until 6pm on
Tuesdays. This line is for parents, professionals and anyone with enquiries about SEND in
Buckinghamshire. Please note that the support line is open between 10am and 2pm during school
holidays and is closed on Bank Holidays.

SEND Peer to Peer Support

You may be interested in the monthly drop-in session for parents and carers of children with special
educational needs and disabilities (diagnosed or showing signs of SEND). The SEND Peer Support drop-
in is an opportunity for parents and carers to meet informally and build their support networks.
Wherever you are on your SEND journey, you are welcome to come along to discuss the challenges of
parenting a child with SEND, as well as share things that have gone well. There will be occasional visits
from professional organisations such as Bucks Family Information Service and SENDIAS to share
information and answer your questions. The session runs the first Thursday of the month from 1pm to
2:30pm - the next one is taking place on Thursday 1st May at Southcourt Family Centre Plus. This is a
drop-in session, so there is no need to book.




Work set if your child is absent

Please note: If your child is absent from school due to a term time holiday, school work will not be set.
However, if your child is absent due to recovery from an operation, you can request work for your child
to complete at home.

Important Diary Dates for the Summer term

25 April — Toileting Coffee Morning for all parents — Axtell Hall

28t April to 2"! May — Year 4 Wick Court Farm Residential

1% May — Polling Station Day — School closed to pupils

12t May to 15" May — Year 6 SATS week

18t May to 215 May- Year 6 Caythorpe Residential

2" June to 13" June — Year 4 Multiplication checks start

9™ June to 13'" June — Year 1 Phonics Screening Week (and Year 2 re-takes)
17t June — Whole School Sports Day

Reception —9.15am - 10.15am

Key Stage One —10.30am - 11.30am

Year 5&6 —12.00pm - 1.00pm

Year 3&4 —1.30pm - 2.30pm

19 June — Transition Coffee Morning for Reception to Year 5 parents
25™to 27" June — Year 5/6 Bikeability

1% July — Moving on Day

7t July — Book Fair in school all week

wc 14 July — Year 6 Production

17t July — Year 6 Leaver’s Assembly (timings to be announced)

17 July — Year 6 Prom 5.30pm-7.30pm

18 July — School ends for the academic year at 1.30pm

Housekeeping reminders

With the sun shining more brightly, it's a great idea to start thinking
about sun protection. We highly recommend applying sun cream to
your child at home before they come to school, particularly on sunny
& ( o days. This will help ensure they’re protected during outdoor activi-
vy =B d ties and break times. Speaking of the nicer weather, we're also
~o ‘ : seeing lots of water bottles — which is fantastic! Keeping hydrated
d v throughout the day is important, especially as the temperatures rise.
Please encourage your child to bring a reusable water bottle filled
with water each day. We have
seen a few bracelets and
necklaces beginning to appear, which are unnecessary and can lead
to accidents. Just a reminder that only watches and Medic Alert
necklaces are permitted. If your child has their ears pierced, only
studs should be worn.




New Playtimes

As you will have seen in the ‘You asked, we answered edition 4’, we are beginning to work on improving
playtimes for our pupils. Next term we are setting up a quiet zone on the playground and need some
resources to get this up and running. If you are having a spring clean over the Easter period, please
could you think about donating some of the items below to the school. We are specifically looking for:

= Colouring books/ wordsearch books (these can be partially used)

= Playing cards

= Card games such as top trumps, Uno, snap etc

= Rubik's cubes

=  QOrigami instruction books

= "How to draw" books

= 2 player games that do not require dice or have too many small parts, such

as chess or draughts

= Shoe lace tying games

= Fidget toys

= Comics
Please mark any playtime donations for the attention of Miss Davis (Year 3 teacher).
Whilst we’re asking for donations, we are also looking for spare underwear and extra outdoor PE
clothing which your child has grown out of. We want to ensure there is a small stock of items in each
class so that children can change if they have a wetting accident or still participate in indoor or outdoor
PE, even if they have forgotten their kit. We have washing facilities in school so are able to keep these
nice and fresh for anyone who needs them. Please mark any of these donations for the attention of Mrs
Thompson (Assistant Headteacher, Community and Communication).

St George’s Day

On Sunday 27 April, in Aylesbury town centre, St
George’s Day Historical Fayre event is taking place. This

9
St George S Day will be a day filled with walkabout characters,

Myths & Legends Historical Fayre performances, arts and crafts — all with a Myths and
Sunday 27 April, flam-4pm Legends thfeme - followed by a grand parade!

Event details
Myths & Legends Historical Fayre: 11am —3pm
Friars Square
Games, activities and performances for all the family,
including crafts with Queens Park Arts Centre, walkabout
characters from Robin Hood and King Arthur, and a fun
trail around the space.
King’s Head
More to see and do here with puppet shows, free talks
from the Buckinghamshire Historical Association and UK
Astronomy, music and rounding off with a historic pub

quiz!
Family Fun / ‘ " Quiz, talks Market Square
F';’h" Sqire , BNy acd demos See St George and friends as well as a dragon on stilts,
opping f Uniformed. . The King's - .
S Market Square, 3pm Head witches and wizards and more across Market Square
during the daytime. Grand Uniformed Parade: 3-4pm
J%. AYLESBURY A More details, including accessibility information, can be
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found at https://buff.ly/bMkcRgP.



https://buff.ly/bMkcRqP?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR3dzTJsfnuDHLXpoSJCyeLENFLGDBVzW3VcEcM19BjcmOSPDKUhzawcMcA_aem_990RBtNzN997zD6vJIqvmQ

Online Safety — Tips for Parents

Through Parent Post we will be sharing top tips for parents to think about when it comes to keeping
their child safe online. This month, we are looking at WhatsApp. We are aware many of our pupils
use WhatsApp to communicate with their family and friends. As with all online platforms, there is a
risk attached to this. This term our Year 5 and 6 pupils have had discussions with Senior Leaders
about how to communicate appropriately online, and most importantly how to keep themselves and
others safe.

WhatsApp ) ,’ ” | ( 13+

e Visible Location: Location can be shared with anyone within a WhatsApp group, even if
this person is not stored as a contact. Potential strangers could have access to live location.

e Chat Lock: A feature where children can create a hidden folder of messages, pictures, vid-
eos or audio clips.

e Group Chats: Strangers being added to group chats. This can lead to exposure to not age
appropriate content, such as explicit language or sharing of images.

e Scams: Money requests being sent to children

e Channels: Tricking children into sharing personal data

e Online Bullying: Exposure to targeted unkindness, from their peers or strangers.

Advice

e Speak to your child about how they can be cautious online. Let them know that if it
doesn’t sound like something a friend or family member would say, they should be reporting
it to you straight away.

e Make sure your child knows never to share personal information, including pictures.
Teach them to ‘stop and think’.

e Set up a two-factor authentication.

e Adjust WhatsApp settings to control who can add them to group chats. Go to ‘Privacy’
and ‘Groups’.

e Set boundaries — Where can they use their phone? When will adults be checking the
phone? What are the rules around who they can speak with?

e Speak about kindness. Remind children that once they put something online, it will forever

be there. At Ashmead, two of our values are ‘Communication’ and ‘Respect’. Speak to
your child about how they can communicate kindly and respectfully online. Make sure your
child knows what to do if they see someone else acting unkindly.

As WhatsApp is age 13+, please see below for alternative messaging apps recom-
mended for primary aged children. These can all be managed and monitored by
parents. Click on the icon for further information.

@ Messenger Kids (=X JUSTALK KIDS


https://messengerkids.com/
https://kids.justalk.com/

