Welcome to our final Parent Post of 2025! ©)

Attendance

As a reminder, we now have a dedicated email address for all attendance-related matters. Please use it to report
your child’s absence, keep us updated on their illness, let us know about medical appointments during the school
day, request term-time holiday permission, or arrange a meeting with a member of the attendance team.
attendance@ashmeadschool.org.uk

Allergy Awareness

Our school is currently working towards achieving the School Allergy Register Trust
Mark. This is one of the reasons we do not distribute sweets for birthdays, and we
kindly ask that this rule is also followed on the playground, as advised by the allergy W register |
team. With 43 children across the school managing allergies, our priority is ensuring '

the safety of every child. ponimg ™
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Peer Mentors

Congratulations to our new Year 5 Peer
Mentors who all submitted fantastic
applications for this exciting
opportunity. Peer Mentors have been
supporting reading lower down the
school and welcoming children from
Years 3 and 4 into their classrooms in
the mornings, as well as helping them
with early work. They have also been
on duty two days a week during Year
5/6 playtimes, supporting others with
friendships and being an Ashmead Role
Model by demonstrating all of our
CREATE school values.

Y

Need a detist for you hild? |

Eastgate Dental Centre, located at 44-46 Wedgewood Street, Fairford Leys,
Aylesbury HP19 7HL, is able to offer NHS appointments for children and
vulnerable adults for any required course of treatment. The practice has
wheelchair-accessible entrances and baby-changing facilities on site.

They are also offering NHS emergency appointments. For more information,
please contact their friendly reception team on 01296 4332 or email
eastgate@rodericksdentalpartners.co.uk.
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Lunch Bunch

During Autumn 2, we introduced the Lunch Bunch, which provided pupils
with the opportunity to have lunch with senior leader, Mrs Thompson, and
share their views on topics such as reading, classroom support and their
experiences of learning. Along the way, all pupils in 3SD expressed a wish to
have lunch with Mrs Thompson, and we were pleased to be able to facili-
tate this.

Following the holidays, we will be restarting the Lunch Bunch, offering more
pupils the chance to share their thoughts, feelings and opinions. If your

child would like to be considered for a fast-tracked place, they can apply in
writing to office@ashmeadschool.org.uk, using the reference ‘Lunch Bunch’
and outlining their reasons for a priority place.

Young Carers

Here are some of our wonderful Young Carers who recently took part in our poppy-painting activities. If you believe
your child may have a Young Carer role at home, please reach out to the school so we can offer the appropriate
support.
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Ashmead Coffee Morning

Our next Ashmead Coffee Morning will take place on Thursday 29" January - 8.45am for 9am presentation from the
School Nursing Team. We aim to finish by 10am, with an opportunity to ask questions too. Everyone is welcome to
attend - from Nursery to Y6. The focus this time will be on Sleep - more details to follow in the New Year. We have
organised this in response to parents raising concerns about their child's sleeping.

Online Safety

https://www.ashmeadschool.org.uk/Online-Safety/

Please visit the '2025-2026' section of our 'Online Safety' page on the school website to find guidance around the age
restrictions for social media platforms and gaming. We strongly encourage parents and carers to talk with their
children about the importance of being kind and respectful to each other when communicating online. Our Ashmead
pupils are fantastic communicators and know all about showing respect; please remind them that the same
expectations should be followed when using online platforms.

Support in the Community

Information for free Family Learning Courses in January.
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Spring Term Clubs

If your child is interested in joining a club for the Spring Term, please sign up via ParentMail. Places will be allocated
over the Christmas holidays. Please note that submitting a sign-up does not guarantee a place, as we aim to be as fair
as possible and ensure that as many children as we can have the opportunity to join a club throughout the year.

Whiteboard Pen v Ashmead Jumper — We have a winner!!!

Thanks to Miss Skipp in Year 6 and her brilliant
detective work, we’ve found a solution for removing
whiteboard pen from jumpers and cardigans! The
magic combination? Murphy Concentrated Wood
Cleaner and a toothbrush.

Simply dab a little of the cleaner

' onto the pen marks, gently scrub
the area with the toothbrush for a
minute or so, and leave it to soak.
After an hour, the item is ready to
go into the wash. It’s available to
purchase on Amazon.

Up and coming diary dates

Autumn Term

Wednesday 17" December — Autumn Term ends at 2pm

End of term is now half an hour later than initially published. This change has been made to bring our schedule in line
with the other schools within our Trust. By coordinating finish times across all Trust schools, we hope to make the
end-of-term period simpler and more convenient for families, particularly those with children attending more than
one school. Attached to this bulletin is a copy of a 'holiday timetable' that we have created to support children who
find the change of routine in the holidays tricky. We have some hard copies of this at the Office if you would like to
pick one up - some identified children will bring a copy home with them too. We hope you find it helpful!

Spring Term

Monday 5% January — School starts for the spring term

Friday 9 January — Eagles Mufti Day

Monday 19% January — Young Voices at the 02 — Ashmead Choir to perform

Thursday 29" January — Ashmead Coffee Morning (Sleep) 8.45am for a 9am presentation from the School Nursing
Team

Friday 13 February — Break up for half term

Monday 23" February — Return to school

Wednesday 4" March — Year 3 and 4 Space Centre Trip

Friday 27" March — Spring Term ends

Summer Term

Monday 13 April — School starts

Monday 27t April — Year 4 residential to Wick Court Farm

Monday 4" May — Bank Holiday

Monday 11" — Thursday 14*" May — Year 6 SATs Week

Monday 18t'-22"¢ May- Year 6 residential to Caythorpe

Friday 22" May — Break up for half term

Monday 1° June — Return to school

w/b 8t June — Year 1 Phonics Screening check and Year 2 re-takes

Friday 17" July — School finishes for the Summer Term




Thank You

Thank you all for your generous donations to our two charities,
Save the Children and the Florence Nightingale Hospice Charity. In
total, Ashmead raised £267 from the Santa Dash and the Christmas
Winter Jumper Day. Also, a huge thanks to our Sports Leaders who
supported and encouraged the children to run around the
playgrounds.
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