
February Parent Post 

Welcome to the second Parent Post of 2026! 

😊 It’s hard to believe we’re already almost 
halfway through the academic year here at 
Ashmead. There has been so much learning and 
fun already, with plenty more still to come. We 
think 5LFW have captured the spirit of 
Ashmead perfectly! 

 

Attendance 

Attendance League Championships 🏆 
Spring 1 has begun positively for our younger classes, 
with 1AK taking an early lead. It is great to see all three 
Reception classes and two Year 1 classes currently 
represented across the Premier and Championship 
Leagues. Good luck everyone for the final week of this 
half term! 
 
Absences 
This half term we have contacted families where a child’s 
overall attendance is either Persistently Absent (below 
90%) or Approaching Persistently Absent. Our intention 
in doing this is to keep you informed and to offer advice 
or support where needed. 
All absences, regardless of reason, affect a child’s overall 
attendance percentage. We understand that children do 
become unwell, and our approach is always to support 
families first. If we have concerns about attendance, we 
are required to meet with you to discuss how we can 
work together. 
We do not routinely ask for medical evidence for a child’s 
absence unless there are repeated occasions. However, 
you are very welcome to provide medical evidence at any 
time, even if it has not been requested, as this helps us to 
authorise repeated absences more easily. 

Please be assured that you are always welcome to speak with us—whether in person, by phone, or via email—if you 
have any questions or concerns about your child’s attendance. 
We also want to remind you that government regulations regarding irregular school attendance have been 
significantly tightened, including the issuing of penalty notice fines. As a reminder, 10 sessions of unauthorised 
absence within any 10-week period may be considered for further action. 
You may request to view your child’s attendance record at any time by contacting the school office. 



Allergy Awareness 

We would like to update you on how we are managing Allergy 
Awareness at Ashmead. We are working closely with the Allergy 
Team to ensure that every child with an allergy is safe and well 
supported in school. 
Designated Allergy Lead: Mrs Cheryl Thompson is now our Senior 
Leader overseeing allergy management. She is responsible for 
creating and reviewing policies and procedures, ensuring we are 
prepared to respond effectively to allergy emergencies, and 
maintaining high allergy safety standards. 
Staff Training: All staff are currently receiving training to ensure 
they are confident in supporting children with allergies. 
Personalised First Aid Bags: Children with an EpiPen in school 
now have a personalised first aid bag containing two pens, their 
allergy action plan, and health care plan. This moves with them at 
break and lunchtimes. 
 
Next steps 
Anaphylaxis Drills: We will be conducting regular anaphylaxis 
drills so that all staff can respond quickly and effectively in an 
emergency. If you have any questions or concerns regarding 
allergies, please do not hesitate to contact us. 
 

Sport at Ashmead 

Healthy Diaries 

Well done to Year 4, who have continued their winning streak! 

Year 3 are hot on their heels… we wonder which year group 

will be the first to overtake them. 

A huge congratulations to all the girls across the school — 
Ashmead certainly has some very active young ladies! 

 

 

Travel Tracker 
Well done to everyone who logs their active travel each morning! So far this 
academic year, the children have completed 14,254 active journeys to school — 
whether walking, using Park and Stride, scooting, or cycling. A special 
congratulations to Year 2, who are currently the most active year group on Travel 
Tracker — fantastic effort! 
 
A Reminder for Parents: 
Please avoid sending your child to school wearing jewellery on PE days. 
 
We also ask that children do not bring toys from home. Aside from being a distraction, toys can go missing and cause 
unnecessary upset. If your child has a small transitional toy that has been agreed with the class teacher, you will 
already be aware of this. 
 



Dance 
 
Rock Climbing 
Some children in Years 5 and 6 had a fantastic opportunity to 
climb at Sir Henry Floyd Grammar School. Along with 7 other 
schools, our pupils used team work, communication and 
leadership skills 
to navigate the 
vertical and 
horizontal 
climbing walls. 
Well done! More 
photos can be 
found on our 
website and our 
social media 
platforms.  
 
 
 

Morning Mellow 
If your child is arriving at Breakfast Club, on the playground, or at the classroom feeling unsettled, distressed or 'not 

their usual self', please remember we do offer Morning Mellow for all year groups. Mrs C and Miss White have a 

group together where children are offered breakfast and a softer start to the day. If you feel this is something that 

will benefit your child, please contact the school office so a member of the Pastoral Team can pick this up. 

Reading  
Please can children bring their reading books and records into school each day to support ongoing 
assessments. Thank you to all those parents who regularly read with their child at home. This is hugely beneficial in 
ensuring good academic progress, as well as promoting a love of reading itself.  

Uniform and Free Coats! 
Please find a 10% discount code for you to save money on uniform from My 
Clothing.  
 
We kindly ask that children bring a coat to school every day — we all know how 
unpredictable the British weather can be! Please also ensure that coats are 
clearly named.  

We are working with a charity that provides free winter 
coats to pupils who do not currently have a suitable 
one. This is done quickly and discreetly. If your child 
doesn’t have an appropriate winter coat, please email 
office@ashmeadschool.org.uk for the attention of Mrs 
Thompson who will then issue you with a digital 
voucher. You can then use the voucher to select the 
correct size and style online, and the coat will be 
delivered directly to your home in a couple of days. We 
have already ordered some coats, and they are quick to 
arrive, completely free, and good quality. 

mailto:office@ashmeadschool.org.uk


Socks and Pants! 

We are still in desperate need of clean socks and pants that children have grown out of, to help support pupils who 
may need a change of clothing during the school day. If your child has socks or pants that no longer fit but are still in 
good condition, we would greatly appreciate your donation. All items should be freshly washed and ready to wear. 
Donations can be dropped off at the school office for the attention of Mrs Thompson. Thank you for your continued 
kindness and support—it truly makes a difference in our school community. 
 

Support in the Community 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

Up and coming diary dates 

Spring Term 
Wc 9th February – Children’s Mental Health Week 
Wednesday 11th February – Rocket Talk for Years 3 and 4 
Wednesday 11th February – Reception performance ‘The Smeds and the Smoos’ at 2pm 
Thursday 12th February – Reception performance ‘The Smeds and the Smoos’ at 10am 
Thursday 12th February – Year 5 and 6 Kidzfit Workshop 
Friday 13th February – KS1 Kidzfit Workshop 
Friday 13th February – Break up for half term 
Monday 23rd February – Return to school 
Monday 23rd February – KS1 Fire Brigade visit to school 
Monday 2nd March – Wick Court Farm Parent Meeting 3.30pm-4pm 
Tuesday 3rd March – World Book Day 
Wednesday 4th March – Year 3 and 4 Space Centre Trip  
Friday 6th March – Dance workshops 
Tuesday 10th March –Parents Evening 
Wednesday 11th March – Parents Evening 
Tuesday 17th March – Reception pupils Height and Weight checks 
Tuesday 24th March – Year 3 and 4 performance 9.30am and 1.30pm 
Wednesday 25th March – Year 3 and 4 performance 9.30am and 6.30pm 
Friday 27th March – Spring Term ends 
 
 
 
 



Summer Term 
Monday 13th April – School starts 
Tuesday 14th April – Reception and Year 6 group photos 
Monday 27th April – Year 4 residential to Wick Court Farm 
Monday 27th April – Echoes 11 Concert at the Royal Albert Hall 
Monday 4th May – Bank Holiday 
Monday 11th – Thursday 14th May – Year 6 SATs Week 
Monday 18th-22nd May – Year 6 residential to Caythorpe 
Friday 22nd May – Break up for half term  
Monday 1st June – Return to school 
w/b 8th June – Year 1 Phonics Screening check and Year 2 re-takes 
Friday 17th July – School finishes for the Summer Term 

Term Dates 2026-2027 

To help with holiday planning and so you avoid any term time penalty fines, here’s a reminder of the term dates for 
next academic year. 

 
 
 


