Welcome to the June edition of
Parent Post. We hope you all enjoyed
a wonderful half-term break. It has
been fantastic to welcome the
children back for the second half of
the Summer Term, and what a great
start they have had

with the discos providing lots of fun
and excitement.

Attendance

Every parent wants the very best for their child, and regular school attendance plays an important part in helping
children thrive. School provides much more than academic learning — it offers opportunities to build friendships,
develop confidence, learn new skills, and establish positive routines that support future success.

How doeS School attendance

affect a child's learning?
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that attending school every day can sometimes be challenging, and some children and families may need additional
support. Please remember that help is available, and you do not have to face these challenges alone. We are
committed to working alongside families to provide practical advice, guidance, and support to help every child get
the most from their education. Check out this page for further support and information.

Present for

their future

565 days in a year
190 School days
175 non-school days

Having 90/

over five School
years, is half a School
year'S work missed

A two-week holiday

in term time,

means the highest
attendance a child

can achieve is 9Ly 7/

https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/campaign/present-for-their-future/

Attending school
regularly benefits
children's
learning,
wellbeing,
personal
development,
and mental
health. Research
consistently
shows that
children who
attend school
more frequently
achieve better
outcomes both
during their
education and
later in life.

We understand



https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/campaign/present-for-their-future/

Clubs and Sports

Healthy Active Lifestyle Diaries
Congratulations to Year 3 for earning the most
Bronze awards (so far!). It's a race to see which
year group earns the most Silvers and Golds

Gold

Year Bronze Silver

Year 1 9 4 14

Year 2 18 10 33 too. Well done to the girls who are currently
Year 3 27 11 43 | more active and participate more with the
Year 4 24 17 46 diaries than the boys. Active travel to and from

school counts towards it too - 3 housepoints

= W LU =

Year s 16 8 27 for Bronze, 5 for Silver and 10 for Gold! Let's
Year 6 8 4 13 B 1y and get the number of Bronzes up to 150 by
54 20 the end of the year. If your child needs a new
% whole school 10% 4% diary, please speak with Miss Venn.
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Athletics
Well done to the Year 5 and 6
Athletics Team who competed
against other schools in the
75m sprint, 600m run, vortex
throw and standing jump. We
look forward to competing
again at Stoke Mandeville in
lots of other track and field
events this June.

Gardening Club
The Gardening Club has been
working hard to weed, remove ivy, and tidy up the courtyard. We think we have collected more than 200 pinecones!
The children have planted a variety of bulbs as well as plants grown from seed. We are looking forward to inviting
some special visitors to view our garden in July and see all the progress we have made.

=y '.-r:t‘!

PE Kits Reminder

Reminder: Ashmead PE kit consists of a coloured ‘house’ T-shirt, black
shorts or black jogging bottoms, and a plain black sweater or black hoodie,
along with trainers. Our uniform suppliers also stock Ashmead black hoodies
for colder weather. Full school uniform information can be found on our
website here: https://www.ashmeadschool.org.uk/School-Uniform/
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https://www.ashmeadschool.org.uk/School-Uniform/

Furry Friends

Throughout the year, some of our pupils have been enjoying spending time with our
guinea pigs, Bambi and Flower.

Sessions have led to an improvement with attendance, an opportunity to develop
social skills and a chance to focus on wellbeing.

If you would like to find out more about the pastoral support offered at Ashmead,
please visit Ashmead Pastoral Provisions or call to speak with one of the Pastoral
Team.

Peer on Peer Teaching

In Summer 1, the children in 5CS worked hard to design an
activity focused on directional and positional language.

They worked in teams to develop their understanding of these
skills and created instructions to teach to Year 4.

We are very proud of all the children who took part. They
showed excellent engagement, demonstrated respect, and
worked well as a team, earning lots of house points along the
way.

Good News

We are delighted to share that two of our pupils have recently completed
their first season with Aylesbury Rugby Club, following recruitment
opportunities introduced through the school.

Both pupils have had a fantastic introduction to the sport, showing real
commitment, enthusiasm, and enjoyment throughout the season. One pupil
was awarded Players’ Player of the Year for the Under 8 team, in recognition
of outstanding sportsmanship, kindness, positive attitude, and the support
shown to teammates. The other pupil was awarded Best New Player for the
Under 11 team, having integrated seamlessly into the squad, learned quickly,
and demonstrated excellent determination throughout the season.

We are incredibly proud of both pupils and their achievements in their first
year of rugby. We hope their experiences will inspire other Ashmead pupils
to try something new and take on fresh challenges. Aylesbury Rugby Club is
always keen to welcome new players.



https://www.ashmeadschool.org.uk/Safeguarding/Pastoral-Provisions/

Support in the Community

To secure a place on any of the courses listed below, please use the following link to register your interest:
https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/advice-and-support/parenting/free-parenting-courses/

Parent Course Dates

e Parent Puzzle Workshops (0-5 years) — Limited spaces are available in other areas. Please complete the
express interest/referral form to be notified of the next available dates.
e Little Talkers (18 months—3 years) — Tuesday 23rd June to 14th July, 10.00am—-11.00am
e The Nurturing Programme (3—11 years) — Limited spaces are available in other areas. Please complete the
express interest/referral form for upcoming dates.
e Virtual Talking Teens (11-18 years) —
O Monday 8th June to 6th July, 6.00pm—8.00pm or
0 Wednesday 24th June to 22nd July, 6.00pm—-8.00pm
® One Day Talking Teens — Friday 15th May, 10.00am—4.00pm
o Keeping Your Child in Mind (All Ages) — 2 Day Course — Wednesday 15th & 22nd July, 10.00am-1.00pm
e Balanceability — Wednesday 3rd June to 24th June, 10.00am—-11.00am

Young People’s Courses

e Virtual How to... Build Confidence and Self-Esteem — Tuesday 2nd June to 30th June, 6.00pm-7.00pm

e Virtual How to... Cope with Stress, Anxiety and Low Mood — Limited spaces are available in other areas.
Please complete the express interest/referral form for upcoming dates.

e Virtual How to... Move up to Secondary School — Tuesday 26th May or Wednesday 26th August, 1.30pm-—
3.30pm (Microsoft Teams)

All sessions are free and delivered by experienced practitioners in a welcoming and inclusive environment. To find
out more or to book a place, please visit: https://familyinfo.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/advice-and-
support/parenting/free-parenting-courses/

New Drop-In Support

Families and young people can now access drop-in support at:
Best Start Family Hub
Elmhurst, Dunsham Lane, Aylesbury, HP20 2DB
Monday—Thursday: 9.00am—-5.00pm
Friday: 9.00am—4.00pm
For further information, please contact: aylesburyfamilyhub@buckinghamshire.gov.uk

Allergy Awareness

Last month, Benedict’s Law received Royal Assent, meaning the King has
granted approval for The Children’s Wellbeing and Schools Act during the
prorogation of Parliament. This makes allergy safety no longer just guidance
or expectation, but a legal requirement in every school for every child.

In addition, the Act brings practical and immediate benefits for families. Free
breakfast clubs will be introduced in every primary school (we already have
this in place!), free school meals will be extended to all families on Universal
Credit, and there will be limits on branded uniform items. This reflects our
shared understanding that children who are present, well-fed, and ready to learn are best placed to thrive.
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Kate’s Garden

Phase 1 of our “Kate’s Garden” project is progressing very well, with groups of children each week spending time in
the environmental area helping to transform the space.

Mrs Brown, Mrs Rush and Mrs Hodges have generously given up their free time to source a wide range of resources
for this special project, as well as guiding and supporting the children throughout their work. Their dedication and
enthusiasm have been instrumental in
bringing the project to life.

They recently shared the following feedback:
“What an absolute pleasure it was to work
with the group of children helping us with
Kate’s Garden today. They were all polite,
respectful, and worked incredibly hard—we
achieved a great deal. We had planned to
award one Golden House Point to a child from
each session, but they were all so impressive
that we awarded one to every child this week.
Today was exactly what we had hoped Kate’s
Garden Club would be—they did Kate proud.”

We are also hoping to arrange Phase 2 soon, starting with a weekend session, which will allow more parents and
children to get involved in this special project. Further details will be shared in due course. *

Diary dates for the remainder of the year

Summer Term

w/b 8% June — Year 1 Phonics Screening check and Year 2 re-takes
Wednesday 10th June - Coffee Morning (Transition Year R-Year 5)
Tuesday 23rd June - Reception vision screening

Wednesday 24th June - Sports Day (whole school) - letter to follow
Thursday 25th June - Big Ashmead Picnic

Tuesday 7th July - Moving On Day

Wednesday 8th July - World Allergy Day

Monday 13th July - Year 6 Production at 6pm

Tuesday 14th July - Year 6 Production at 10am and 6pm

Thursday 16th July - Leavers assemblies (6JM at 9am, 65SM at 10.15am and 6CH and 11.30am)
Thursday 16th July - Year 6 Prom

Friday 17t July — School finishes for the Summer Term at 1.30pm




