
October Parent Post 

Welcome to our second Parent Post of the new academic year! 😊 Reminder: We will no longer be sending out 
Ashmead flyers each half term. Instead, each team will update their class pages on the school website. To find these 
updates, go to Our School > News, then select the relevant year group. Thank you for your patience as we prepare the 
first updates. Don’t forget, the entire school website can be translated by clicking the ‘Translate Page’ option. 

Attendance 

Take a look at our fantastic winning t-shirt designs for the 2025–26 Attendance League Championships – 
congratulations to all our talented artists!  

 

 

 
The competition for Autumn 1 is already in full swing, with the winning team soon to be announced. Each class earns 
10 points for 100% weekly attendance, 9 points for 99%, and so on. It’s been a close race, with the league leaders 
changing every week! 
We’re also proud to share that 90% of our pupils have achieved an attendance 
rate of 95% or higher so far this term. This is an outstanding start and places 
Ashmead in the top 10% of schools nationally for attendance. 
Thank you for all you’re doing to ensure your children attend school regularly. 
We can’t emphasise enough how vital this is – not just for learning, but also for 
making friends, supporting wellbeing, and setting up future success.  
Click on this handy checklist poster to help you decide how long a child needs to 

be absent for if they become unwell. How long should my child be absent for.  
 
We understand that sometimes children may feel anxious or worried about 
coming to school – this is a completely normal emotion. However, if these 
feelings persist and start to affect their attendance, please let us know. We’re 
here to work with you and your child to understand the cause of their anxiety 
and explore how we can support them. 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/infectious-diseases-schools-and-other-childcare-settings/how-long-should-you-keep-your-child-off-school-checklist-poster-text-version


Clubs 

A quick reminder: Children should bring their full PE kits—including trainers—on club days. 
If your child is no longer attending a club, please let us know, as we can offer those spaces to children on the waiting 
lists. We’ve had a record number of sign-ups this term! 
Interested in Cross Country Running Club? 
There’s no need to sign up in advance. Any child in Years 2–6 is welcome to join every Friday at 8:00am. Just drop 
them off at the playground gates and make sure they bring a small breakfast snack. 

Snack Reminder 

Children in Early Years and Key Stage 1 receive free fruit as part of a government scheme. However, Key Stage 2 pupils 
do not, so we encourage parents to send in a healthy fruit or veg snack (no bars or winders please) for their child each 
day. A small fruit or veg snack can really help keep energy levels up and support concentration until lunchtime. 

Parking 

Please do not park in disabled bays around the school unless you have a valid Blue Badge. These spaces are reserved 
for those who genuinely need them—thank you for your understanding and cooperation. 

Mental Health Support 

Here are details of a fun day of events planned by Ashmead's Play 

Therapist Mim. Sensory, art and storytelling... All free from 10am - 

5pm!  

Have you been wondering how you can support your child with 

feelings of anxiety? We encourage you to sign up for the free 

Mental Health Support Team webinar on Monday 17th November. 

The session will explore what childhood anxiety is and leave you 

feeling more confident with your role as the parent/carer by giving 

you practical strategies to support your child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Free Breakfast Club 

We’re pleased to let you know that additional places have now been made available for our Free Breakfast Club. At 
the club, children are offered a choice of cereal and toast in a calm, supportive environment, supervised by familiar 
school staff. 
Arrival Details: 
Children must arrive between 8:15am and 8:30am via the Nursery gate, and follow the path to the external hall door 
where a member of staff will be there to greet them. 
Please do not use the staff car park for access. 
Any child arriving after 8:30am will be redirected to the main playground 
gate and will not be able to attend Breakfast Club that day. 
Breakfast is an important start to the day, and we aim to create a peaceful 
space where children can enjoy a healthy meal and prepare for learning. 
To help us maintain this environment, all children are expected to follow 
our School Promises — including sitting sensibly, speaking quietly, and 
showing respectful behaviour.  
To request a place, please contact Mrs Thompson, Assistant Head for 
Community and Communication via the school office. Please note: 
Children cannot attend until we have received allergy or dietary 
requirements.  

SEND 

Our first parent Coffee Morning will be on Thursday 6 

November at 8.45am, for a 9am start, until 10am - the School 

Nursing team will return to give a talk on Healthy Bladders and 

Bowels. Everyone is welcome - any parents of children from 

Nursery to Year 6!  

Here's a reminder of some really useful links from Bucks 
therapies: 
 
For information in how to support your child with attention 
and listening and speech and language skills: 
https://www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk/cyp/speech-and-
language-therapy/  
 
For information in how to support your child with sensory 
processing needs, picky eating, self-care needs and writing and 
drawing:  
https://www.buckshealthcare.nhs.uk/cyp/occupational-
therapy/  
 
For parent resources to support children with autism - a free 
portal for Bucks residents: 
https://portal.autismearlysupport.org.uk/ 
 
And don't forget our school website: 
https://www.ashmeadschool.org.uk/Parents/SEND/ 
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Up and coming diary dates 

Autumn Term 
Friday 17th October – Break up for half term 
Monday 3rd November – Return to school 
Monday 3rd November – School Photos 
Monday 3rd November – Deadline for Cauliflower Cards Art Work to be brought in 
Tuesday 4th November – School Photos 
Thursday 6th November – Coffee Morning – Healthy Bladders and Bowels (open to parents in all year groups) 
Wednesday 12th November - Parent Consultations (face to face appointments) – further details to follow 
Thursday 13th November – Parent Consultations (online appointments) – further details to follow 
Tuesday 2nd December – School discos – further details to follow 
Wednesday 17th December – Autumn Term ends at 1.30pm 
Spring Term 
Monday 5th January – School starts for the spring term 
Monday 19th January – Young Voices at the O2 – Ashmead Choir to perform 
Friday 13th February – Break up for half term 
Monday 23rd February – Return to school 
Friday 27th March – Spring Term ends at 1.30pm 
Summer Term 
Monday 13th April – School starts 
Monday 27th April – Year 4 residential to Wick Court Farm 
Monday 4th May – Bank Holiday 
Monday 11th – Thursday 14th May – Year 6 SATs Week 
Monday 18th-21st – Year 6 residential to Caythorpe 
Friday 22nd May – Break up for half term  
Monday 1st June – Return to school 
w/b 8th June – Year 1 Phonics Screening check and Year 2 re-takes 
Friday 17th July – School finishes for the Summer Term at 1.30pm 

Local Events 

      



   

      
 
 
 

 


